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Nature Frail Guide

The Utah Division of Parks and Recrea-
tion welcomes you to Escalante State Park. You
are about to begin a moderately strenuous hike.
If the weathier is hot, please take your time.
Carry water and rest often. Remerniber, you are
6,000 feet above sea level.

1. About the Trail

This trail is one mile or 1.6 kilometers
in length. Approximately one-half mile or .8 km
from here, you will begin to see petrified wood.

2. Balanced Rocks—-
Wind, frost, and rath have removed
materials from arownd 'der this hard
rock, leavingit precaripusly balanced. There are
hard-and soft. layess ‘within rock strata. As
water, fwc)st, and wind gmnd away at soft layers,

varnish forms is a mystery. Most investigators
believe that when it rains, a thin film of water
streaks down the cliffs. The water contains iron
and manganese picked up from soils on the
canyon rim or from the rock itself. Other inves-
tigators feel that bacteria hviing on the rock
have the power to concentrate thé iron and
manganese on the surface. Evidence of desert
varnish is abundant throughout the Southwest.

4. Roundleaf Buffalo Berry
(Shepherdia rotuniifolia) - '

Tiny gray hairs on the leaves of this
shrub protect it from the sun and reduce
evaporation. Desert plants need to economize
water loss. The buffilo berry is common in ¢an-
yons with well-drained slopes. Its fruit contains
a sweet, pale yellow juice. This plant’s cousin,
Silver buffalo berry (Shepherdia argentea) is
found at lower elevations. Its fruit is used to
make a delicious jam or jelly.

5. Lichen -
The brilliantly colored plant on the rock
face is actually two plants growing as one. This
is an example of a symbiotic relationship
between a fungus and an algae. One uses the
other’s by-products. The fungus protects the
algae while the algae produces food for the
fungus. They even reproduce together. These
tiny lichen may have been the first living or-
ganisms to exist on dry land. There are at least
16,000 different species. Some of the individual
plant colomes couid be thousands of years old.

6. The Pygmy Forest

The stow growth of these dwarfed
trees is the result of limited water. As you walk
along the trail, you will notice small trees
dotting the landscape. They make up what is

known as the pygmy forest. Utah juniper
(Juniperus osteosperma) and pinyon pine (Pinus
edulis) are both members 6f this pygmy forest
community, -

) Bespite theirsmall size, trany of the
junipers and pinyons in the paricare hurdreds
of years old. Trees with a.diameter of six to ten
inches are often 150 years old. Mature trees
with greater diameters are from 250 to 350
years old. Srhall size and slow growth proe-
esses are adaptations made by some plants to
live with severely limited water.

7. Painted Desert -
The brightly colored deposit on the hill
in front of you is characteristic of the Morrison
formation. It is commonly referred to as a
painted desert. Indians used to call jt “the land
of sleeping rainbews.” The minerals in these
color bands are the same minerals that give pet-

_rified wood its brilliant color. This highly-min-

eralized strata was once a shallow lake bed,
stream bed, or floodplain. The harder cap rock

directly above it is ash deposited from ancient

volearic eruptions. Because these floadplains
were rich in nustrients, plant life was abundant.
Consequently, thls was a gathering place for
dinosaurs.

8. Remainto yonrxight.—

9. Escalante-

Here you. have a,comm&ndamg view of
the town of Esealante, population 800. This his-
toric Mormon town was settled in 1876. It was
named in henor-of Bather Escalante, the first
European to explore the Great Basin region.

'Bather Escalante was a Spanish missionary in

search of an overland route from New Mexico
to California. Seme rock and adebe-mortar
pioneer hoiises rémain scattered throughout
the valley. »

TFhe root word.ef Escalante means “to
escalate upwardiasstaitsteps.” m:csmgly
the-entire plateausystemn here “steps up” Look
beyond the town.and you willsee the Colerado
Plateau and the mighty Colozado River gorge.
To your right is the Kaiparowits Plateau at an
average elevation of 8,500 feet. Now look
behind you at the great Aquarius Plateau. It is
the granddaddy of them all with an elevation
of 11,000 feet. Escalante is indeed a land of

stairsteps.

Stone stairsteps effect




10. Petrified" Wood —

Large chunks of pemﬁed wood have
been washed out of the ridge’s deteriorating
strata. Escalante State Park is comprised of
1,400 acres. About 5 1/2 million tons of fossil-
ized wood is exposed in-the patk Much'of the
wood is found like this, but there are areas with
largersingle deposits. Anzsazi and Fremont In-
diansgathered petrified-wood bere to use for
tools.

11. Frail ofSleeping Rainbi

This is-an optional trail. It is .75 mﬂe
and quite steep. A vast amount of our petrified
wood-isfound.alongthistraik

12. Land of Imagination
This is the largest single depesit of

petrified wood on the trail. Imagine yourself in
a large low floodplain similarto the Mississippi
Delta area’but with less {foliage. To the north-
weskyewcsildseetowerng volcanedssuch as
MounSt. ml%f% Mmmﬁﬁw:mh‘tge

jr ndfardérthieiSierra Nevada. It
is the axxmmmbdefe& Yau wroidd besur-
roundad:bylarge conifer trees, some more than
aneestorscofpalm treesand someferns. One
hundred fiftyrnrillion years ago this region was
_ near the equator, but our continent has since
drifted north.

13. Black Boul@em

Thes&‘ﬁwﬂmme remmants aﬂhe

"Tén million years ago, the Colorado
Plateau was 5,000 feet lower than it is today.
The region began to rise when the Continental
plate collided with the Pacific plate. The
ColloradoRiveranditytributaries continued to
maintsin thisir conrses; sihwlymmg the beau-
tifulicanyorts yoisee tme{aqys

14. Pétrified Wood

This is ome ofiibte: “;;_"tsmnmkable pet-
rified woed specimenyiiii thepatk Look at the
subtle color changes from he-outside rings to
the center. Only a few petrified wood speci-
mens in this formation are sufficiently pre-
served to be reeognized. Scientists have identi-
fied several conifers or cone-bearing trees,
however.

Low-Impact Use
We hope this trail pnde has given you
m&ge ationfor te area
ed-wodd. ‘Pleass help

usepmect f&raeﬁxgxlwxwwmnmmﬁer allto
enjoy indtsnatiralstate. Remember thatit is
uridawfiilto colleatordefase petrified- wood,
Lewe»sma{lk«plem E:p id woad-and rocks
as you find:€hem, and hiefp s, lfmvem eresion
by not cutting switchbacks, All pets should be
confined on a six-foot leash. No firearms are’
allowed.




